UPDATE No.21:

MEASURES TAKEN AGAINST
SPREAD OF CORONAVIRUS

We, in Ghana, have always been concerned
about variant strains of the virus coming into
the country. That is why when we opened our
international airport on 1st September, we intro-
duced one of the strictest testing regimes in the
world - a two tier testing system - which indi-
cated that all passengers arriving at Kotoka
must be in possession of a negative PCR test
result upon their arrival in Ghana, a test which
should have been conducted not more than
seventy-two (72) hours before the scheduled
departure from the country of origin. In addition
to this, all passengers were to be subjected to a
mandatory COVID test.
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As of 1st January 2021, a total of 712 positive
cases, out of 118,278 tests conducted, have
been recorded among international arrivals at
the Kotoka International Airport. Indeed, the
month of December alone recorded 387
cases. The positivity rate among international
arrivals rose from 0.26% in September to
0.93% in December.
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The following measures will be implemented, in addition
to existing guidelines on International Travel for COVID-19,
in Ghana:

e all arriving passengers who test positive for COVID-19, as-
ymptomatic or not, will undergo mandatory isolation and
treatment at a designated health facility or isolation
centre. The isolation will be for a period of seven (7) days
at the cost of Government. However, the final discharge of
cases will be based on existing case management guide-
lines and protocols;

» all passengers who are in isolation will undergo a repeat
COVID-19 test within twenty-four (24) hours of arrival, with
the cost also borne by Government. This test will also in-
clude genomic sequencing for COVID-19; and

» all passengers who test negative for COVID-19 will be re-
quired to adhere continuously to COVID-19 safety proto-
cols, and will receive regular information on COVID-19
within five (5) days of arrival in Ghana.





